Jerry D. Dickinson
February 23, 1942 - September 23, 2017

Jerry Donald Dickinson was born February 23, 1942, in Maypearl, Texas. He was born on
the farm and in the house that was later used at the end of the movie, Bonnie and Clyde,
which was filmed in Maypearl in the 1960’s. He always enjoyed telling people that story.
He was the youngest of seven children and the last one left. He was preceded in death by
his parents, Lonnie Lee Dickinson and Ethel Mae Lockley Dickinson; sisters Mary Dee
Dickinson and Alice Marie Mayfield; brothers Eddie Dwain Dickinson, Lee Vaughn
Dickinson, Donnie Ray Dickinson, and Joe Wayne Dickinson. He is survived by his wife of
50 years, Sharon Dickinson, and by several nieces and nephews, all of whom he
cherished.
In 1952, the family moved to Lancaster where Jerry graduated high school in 1960.
Beginning June 1, 1960 he started working at Hunt Oil Company where he would spend
the next 44 years. During those early years, he worked part-time and attended college
part-time, earning a Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education from North Texas
University in Denton and later a Master of Liberal Arts from Southern Methodist University
in Dallas. Somehow during all that, he managed to also work for 13 years as a part-time
instructor for the Dallas County Community College District.
In the late 1960’s he became full time with Hunt, working directly with Mr. H. L. Hunt until
Mr. Hunt’s passing in 1973. He thereafter worked in the Hunt Refining Marketing
Department for many years and finally found his calling in the Human Resources
Department in the 1980’s. Upon his retirement in 2004, it was said “It is an
understatement to say how much Jerry’s coworkers and the Hunt retirees appreciate the
very personal and professional approach he brought to each of them.”
Once he retired, he was plagued with various health issues. In 2011 he was diagnosed
with Parkinson’s with Lewy Body Dementia; which quickly and sadly took over his body
and brain.
Jerry was a man of faith and a member of the First Baptist Church in Lancaster where he
served as an usher and greeter until he could no longer do so because of his health.
He will be greatly missed by all. The following poem was contributed as being appropriate
for this occasion (author unknown):
You can shed tears that he is gone

Or you can smile because he has lived
You can close your eyes and pray that he will come back
Or you can open your eyes and see all that he has left
Your heart can be empty because you can’t see him
Or you can be full of the love that you shared
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday
You can remember him and only that he is gone
Or you can cherish his memory and let it live on
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn you back
Or you can do what he would want; smile, open your eyes, and go on
Here are just a few examples of comments from various Hunt Oil Company employees
who knew Jerry and sent him notes and cards during his long illness. Sharon faithfully
read to him each and every card and note he received.
(1) I remember Jerry being so nice and friendly to all who talked to him and needed help.
He always had a smile on his face and was ready to make it easy in any situation people
were going through.
(2) I just love that guy! He was always an encouraging coworker at Hunt.
(3) Jerry, you have been a significant blessing to me. Getting to work with you was so
much fun as well as educational
(4) Jerry, its been a long time. I rememeber all the good times we had in HR at Hunt.
Remember the buttermilk pie incident?
(5) Jerry, you helped me through the worst time of my life. I can never repay you in equal,
but I will always be there for you. You are as fine a man I know.
(6) Jerry, thinking of you and all our good times at Hunt Oil. You always were a very
special friend since the day I first met you.
(7) Jerry, every time I think of you and our time at Hunt, I find myself smiling. Your
kindness and thoughtfulness were wonderful. So many nice memories.
(8) Jerry, thank you for being such a wonderful person. I will always rememeber the help
you provided me in my time of need. God loves you, and I do too.
(9) Jerry, I often think of those days at Hunt when we solved many of the world’s
problems. I have many good memories of those days and I will never forget them. I really
enjoyed my association with you at Hunt and still consider you as one of my best and loyal
friends.
(10) Jerry, you were one of the best representatives of the Hunt culture. You helped to
make it. You were always “dapper”, kind, and helpful.
(11) Jerry was such a big part of the Hunt family and we know he is resting in the arms of
The Almighty at this very moment.

(12) Jerry, your face always crosses my mind when I think of Hunt Oil. You were one of
the first faces that greeted me when I was first hired in 1985. You were always jovial and
upbeat. Hunt was lucky to have you.
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Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Byrum Funeral Home
425 N. Dallas Ave., Lancaster, TX, US
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Funeral Service

02:00PM

First Baptist Church
305 East Third, Lancaster, TX, US

Comments

“

My sincere condolences to Sharon and the Dickinson family. Jerry was a softspoken, kind and gentle man who touched many lives. He was loved by all he came
in contact with and he loved them. I will always cherish our friendship and will miss
him dearly. I know he is in heaven having the time of his life. Until we meet again, my
friend, always know that I love you and thank you for your friendship.

Daniel Carrel - September 26, 2017 at 11:01 AM

“

Daniel & Hope Carrel purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Jerry D. Dickinson.

Daniel & Hope Carrel - September 26, 2017 at 10:24 AM

“

Sincere condolences from our family. We have many memories of growing up with
you and Joe Wayne in the 1950's.

Randall Tuley - September 26, 2017 at 10:02 AM

“

Jerry & Jeannie Forrest purchased the Joyful Memory for the family of Jerry D.
Dickinson.

Jerry & Jeannie Forrest - September 26, 2017 at 08:55 AM

“

Jerry didn't tell us how to live;
He lived, and let us watch him do it.
Jerry was a intelligent, kind, humble, and
remarkable man who enriched our lives.
We will miss him, and know everyone
who knew him will too.
Our deepest sympathy....
Michael and Laura Pritchard

Laura Pritchard - September 26, 2017 at 12:46 AM

“

Michael and Laura Pritchard purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the family of
Jerry D. Dickinson.

Michael and Laura Pritchard - September 25, 2017 at 05:53 PM

“

Jerry and I became friends while we both attended First Baptist Lancaster, and sang
together in the senior choir (he always complemented my singing). He was so kind to
help me from time to time. I am sad to learn of his serious health issues but I'm glad
to know he is now Safe in the Arms of Jesus! My deepest sympathy to Sharon!

Morris S. Tyson, Sr. - September 25, 2017 at 04:59 PM

“

Paul and Alison Hoffman purchased the Rose Remembrance for the family of Jerry
D. Dickinson.

Paul and Alison Hoffman - September 25, 2017 at 04:41 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Jerry D. Dickinson.

September 25, 2017 at 02:17 PM

“

Offering my condolences to Sharon and the family. Jerry was my first boss at Hunt
Oil in 1976 when I moved to Dallas from New York and was pretty wild. Thanks
"Angel Jerry" for teaching me, trusting me and growing me to give my best, be my
best and do my best at all times in all things. What a mentor he was for me. Love,
Sylvia Stewart

Sylvia Stewart - September 25, 2017 at 02:03 PM

“

Lavender Tribute Casket Spray was purchased for the family of Jerry D. Dickinson.

September 25, 2017 at 12:46 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Jerry D. Dickinson.

September 25, 2017 at 12:41 PM

“

Garden of Serenity Bouquet was purchased for the family of Jerry D. Dickinson.

September 25, 2017 at 11:50 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Jerry D. Dickinson.

September 25, 2017 at 10:43 AM

“

My condolescenses to Mr Dickerson's family and friends. Mr Dickinson was a great
help to us during his tenure with Hunt Oil. I never met the man but he was so nice
and helpful to my family. May he rest in peace.

Darleen Fust - September 24, 2017 at 07:42 PM

“

HEART FELT SYMPATHY TO SHARON AND THE DICKINSON FAMILY AT THIS VERY
SAD TIME. I AM PRAYING GOD WILL GIVE YOU MUCH COMFORT AS YOU MOURN
THE PASSING OF THIS VERY WONDERFUL MAN. LOVE, LOIS HOLMES
LOIS HOLMES - September 25, 2017 at 11:38 AM

“

Sharon, My condolences to you and your family at your time of loss. I worked with Jerry in
the HR department at Hunt Oil for many years - Jerry had that special disposition that put a
smile on everyone's face. Blessings to you all at this time. Jim Prock
Jim Prock - September 25, 2017 at 02:14 PM

“

Sharon, my love and heartfelt sympathies to you and your family. Jerry was such a kind
and gentle man and will be missed at First Baptist Lancaster.
Lynda Penny - September 26, 2017 at 07:52 PM

